
Festival Quiz December 2020  

Welcome to our fourth ‘DBF at home’ Festival Quiz 2020!  

The Festival Book Quiz has become an established and hard fought contest each year! So as not to 
disappoint our supporters, our Festival team have been busy devising another 'DBF at home' Festival 
Quiz 2020.  

We’ve put together 10 rounds of quiz questions with 10 questions per round, plus a bonus question/tie-
breaker for those close-run contests. Just print off and get started in the comfort of your own home. How 
you do it is up to you:  

● Individual - test yourself against yourself or other individuals  
● Household - individuals or teams in a single household  

● Teams - teams from a number of different households  

Set up your ‘online’ quiz with friends and family using platforms such as Zoom, Teams, Whereby, Skype or 
WhatsApp video, over the phone or with members of your household. For teams, ask each team to read 
out a round of questions or set yourselves a timer to complete each round. If you’re feeling teccy, turn the 
Questions into a PowerPoint presentation to share on-screen. Make sure you’ve got the snacks and drinks 
in!  

Once you’ve completed the Quiz, download the Answers sheet and mark your scores - you can mark them 
yourselves (no cheating) or scan/photograph them and send them to someone else to mark - and how 
about organising a prize for the winner of your contest?  

Let’s get social: share your quiz experiences with Derby Book Festival at Facebook /DerbyBookFestival 

and on Twitter @DerbyBookFest  

Good luck!  

From the ‘DBF at home’ team 

Festival Quiz December 
2020  

Team/Name:___________________________  

Round One: General One - clue: the answers to the first five questions all contain the surname 

of a British prime minister . . . and the second five all contain the surname of an American President 

 Question  Answer  Pt
s 



1.  The Diana Chronicles is a book about 
the former Princess of Wales by which 
former editor of The New Yorker and 
VanityFair? 

 1 

2.  In Mark Twain’s The Adventures of Tom 
Sawyer, what’s the name of the classmate 
that Tom falls in love with? 

 1 

3.  What’s John Steinbeck’s longest novel, 
which takes its title from a phrase in the 
Bible and became a film starring James 
Dean? 

 1 

4.  Barry Humphries’s autobiography More 
Please chronicles his childhood in which 
city? 

 1 

5.  Which African-American author’s works 
include Giovanni’s Room, Notes of a 
Native Son and Go Tell It on the 
Mountain? 

 1 

6.  Which British author’s works include Wise 
Children, Nights at the Circus and The 
Bloody Chamber and Other Stories? 

 1 

7.  Who, in 1978, became the first woman to 
have a wholly self-penned number one 
single in Britain, with a song based on a 
novel of 1847? Name the woman and the 
novel (2 answers) 

 2 

8.  Whose 1999 childcare guide The Contented 
Little Baby Book somewhat controversially 
advocates a strict feeding and sleeping 
routine for babies? 

 1 

9.  The History of Rasselas, Prince of Abissinia 
was the only novel by which 18th-century 
critic, poet and lexicographer? 

 1 

10.  Who wrote the true-crime book In Cold 

Blood, often called the first non-fiction 

novel? 

 1 

  TOTAL  11 

 

 



Festival Quiz December 
2020  

Team/Name:___________________________  

Round Two: Films 

 Question  Answer  Pt
s 

1.  Which author wrote the screenplay for the 
film of Tess of the D’Urbervilles and his own 
novel, One Day? 

 1 

2.  Which Pulitzer Prize novel became a 1962 
Oscar winning film starring Gregory Peck AND 
who was the author? 

 2 

3.  Which actress adapted and starred in the 

1995 film of this Jane Austen novel? Name the 

actress AND the novel 

 2 

4.  Which mafia novel became two Oscar 

winning films in the 1970s AND name the 

author? 

 2 

5.  Which Kazuo Ishiguro book was adapted for an 
Oscar winning film starring Anthony Hopkins 
and Emma Thompson? 

 1 

6.  Which Boris Pasternak novel was adapted 
by director David Lean into this 1965 film 
starring Omar Sharif? 

 1 

7.  The Shawshank Redemption is an adaptation 

of whose novella? 

 1 

8.  Don’t Look Now and The Birds are films of 

which author’s short stories? 

 1 

9.  Breakfast at Tiffany’s is an adaptation of 

whose novella? 

 1 

10.  Who starred as Bathsheba Everdene in the 
1967 film of Far from the Madding Crowd? 

 1 

  TOTAL  13 

 

 



Festival Quiz December 
2020  

Team/Name:___________________________  

Round Three: Christmas Quotes - match the author and the book with the quote (eg., 1c, 4j etc) 

 Question  Answer  Pt
s 

1.  “Pray, dear madam, another glass; it 

is Christmas time, it will do you no 

harm.” 

a. GK Chesterton  

Brave New Family 

1 

2.  “Christmas is built upon a beautiful 

and intentional paradox; that the birth 
of the homeless should be celebrated 
in every home.” 

b. Salman Rushdie  

Fury 

1 

3.  “Christmas doesn’t come from a store, 

maybe Christmas perhaps means a little bit 

more.” 

c. Nick Hornby  

About a Boy 

1 

4.  “Always Winter but never Christmas”  d. Charles Dicken  
A Christmas Carol 

1 

5.  “One can never have enough socks. 
Another Christmas has come and gone and 
I didn’t get a single pair. People will insist 
on giving me books.” 

e. Markus Zusak  
The Book Thief 

1 

6.  “I will honor Christmas in my heart, and try 
to keep it all the year.” 

f. William Makepeace Thackeray  
The Kickleburrys on the Rhine 

1 

7.  “What kind of Christmas present would 
Jesus ask Santa for?” 

g. George Eliot  
The Mill on the Floss 

1 

8.  “It was the beginning of the greatest  
Christmas ever. Little food. No presents. 

But there was a snowman in their 

basement.” 

h. CS Lewis  
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe 

1 

9.  “It struck him that how you spent 

Christmas was a message to the world 

about where you were in life.” 

i. JK Rowling  

Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone 

1 

10.  “Fine old Christmas, with the snowy hair 
and ruddy face, had done his duty that year 
in the noblest fashion, and had set off his 
rich gifts of warmth and colour with all the 
heightening contrast of frost and snow.” 

j. Dr Seuss  

How the Grinch Stole Christmas 

1 



  TOTAL  10 

 

 

Festival Quiz December 
2020  

Team/Name:___________________________  

Round Four: All about Derbyshire 

 Question  Answer  Pt
s 

1.  Which children’s author, most famous for 
her Little Grey Rabbit series, was born in 
Cromford and brought up in rural 
Derbyshire? 

 1 

2.  Which ‘castle’ on the outskirts of Derby 
was one of the locations featured in the 
film Women in Love based on the novel 
by D H Lawrence? 

 1 

3.  Who wrote Peveril of the Peak in 1823   1 

4.  Name the author who has a hotel in 
Dovedale named after him and what is the 
name of his book (2 answers) 

 2 

5.  What is the title of Derbyshire author 

Joanna Cannon's non-fiction book, 

published in 2019? 

 1 

6.  Which ‘Dr’ wrote A Dictionary of the 
English Language and married his wife, 
Elizabeth Porter, at St Werburgh's Church 
in Derby? 

 1 

7.  Name the ‘Noir’ author of the Derbyshire-
set Cooper and Fry series of books. 

 1 

8.  Which rugged gritstone ‘edge’ in Derbyshire 
found fame as the scenic spot where 
Elizabeth Bennet (played by Keira Knightley)  
daydreamed of dashing Mr Darcy (played by 
Matthew Macfadyen) in the 2005 
blockbuster based on the novel Pride and 
Prejudice? a. Curbar Edge, b. Stanage Edge, 
c. Froggatt Edge 

 1 



9.  Which much-loved children’s author of 
books including The Twits and The BFG 
came to stay as a boarder at Repton School 
in South Derbyshire in January 1930 and 
remained there until July 1934? 

 1 

10.  Which current Poet Laureate recounts his 
experiences of walking North to South 
along the Pennine Way which ends in 
Edale, Derbyshire? 

 1 

  TOTAL  11 

 

 

Festival Quiz December 
2020  

Team/Name:___________________________  

Round Five: Christmas 

 Question  Answer  Pt
s 

1.  When was How the Grinch Stole 

Christmas first published: a. 1957 b. 

1977 c. 1997 

 1 

2.  In Father Christmas Goes on Holiday by 
Raymond Briggs, which of these places 
does he visit? a. Australia b. Las Vegas c. 
The Arctic Circle 

 1 

3.  Which poet wrote the poem that In the 

Bleak Midwinter is based on? 

 1 

4.  Michael Morpurgo's The Best Christmas 
Present in the World features the discovery 
of an old letter from a soldier fighting in 
which conflict? a. The American Civil War, 
b. World War I, c. World War II 

 1 

5.  In this much loved story, two old friends 
arrive home on a snowy December night to 
find a choir of carol singing field mice 
outside the door. They quickly mull some 
‘Old Burton’ ale and send one of the mice 
off to the shops to purchase a feast for all. 
Name the 2 friends and the book (3 
answers) 

 3 



6.  Who says: “Christmas won’t be Christmas 
without any presents!” and what is the title 
of the book (2 answers) 

 2 

7.  In Harry Potter and the Philosopher's 
Stone, what do the Dursleys give Harry 
for  

Christmas? 

 1 

8.  What were the names of the Three Wise 

Men? (3 answers - several variations 

accepted) 

 3 

9.  In Matt Haig’s A Boy Called Christmas, what 
is the name of the village where all the 
elves live? a. Elfhelm, b. Elfville, c. Elftown 

 1 

10.  Which character declares "Merry 
Christmas, one and all!" in Charles Dickens' 
A Christmas Carol? 

 1 

  TOTAL  15 

 

 

Festival Quiz December 
2020  

Team/Name:___________________________  

Round Six: General Two 

 Question  Answer  Pt
s 

1.  “It was inevitable: the scent of bitter 
almonds always reminded him of the fate of 
unrequited love” are the opening lines of 
which novel and by which author? 

 2 

2.  Whose pseudonym was Ellis Bell?   1 

3.  Which book by a former First Lady was 

the best-selling book for Christmas 

2018? 

 1 

4.  Which two books by Margaret Atwood 

won the Man Booker Prize for Fiction? (2 

answers) 

 2 

5.  Where was D H Lawrence born?   1 



6.  Who wrote The Little Prince?   1 

7.  Set in a dystopian version of late 1990s 
England, this novel is narrated by ‘Kathy H’, 
a former student at Hailsham and now a 
carer who helps donors recuperate after 
they give away their organs. Name the 
book and the author. 

 2 

8.  Which Barnsley-born author’s novels 
include Chocolat, Blackberry Wine and Five 
Quarters of the Orange? 

 1 

9.  Name the author and complete the title of 

A History of the World in xxxx Chapters. 

 2 

10.  “Insanity is contagious” is a quote from 
which satirical World War II novel, featuring 
a character named Yossairan, published in 
1961? And who is the author? 

 2 

  TOTAL  15 

 

 

Festival Quiz December 
2020  

Team/Name:___________________________  

Round Seven: Characters - Name these lawyers/investigators AND their authors 

 Question  Answer  Pt
s 

1.  This character starts out life as a drunk policeman and rises to be 
Commander of the City Watch, and, much to his dismay, a member 
of the aristocracy. 

 2 

2.  Describing himself as ‘an Old Bailey hack’, this character is popular 
with the criminals he defends, including the notorious Timson Clan. 
He enjoys smoking cheap cigars and drinking claret at the local wine 
bar. 

 2 

3.  This capable but evil Chancery Court Lawyer works on one of the 

longest and most notorious legal cases in all literature. Having 
unearthed the secret past of the wife of his client, he behaves 
sadistically to her and tries to blackmail her. She flees the family 
home to escape him and he is eventually murdered by the maid. 

 2 



4.  In this ‘Noir’ series, our character is a Berlin policeman who gets 
forced out of the police force with the rise of the Nazi’s. He 
subsequently works as a private investigator, navigating his way 
through the violent and murky world of Nazi Germany before, 
during and after the Second World war. 

 2 

5.  This famous Scottish detective is known as a loner, who likes his 
drink, books and listening to music. He has a tough ‘hard man’ 
persona and tends to see things in black and white. He has few 
friends but works closely with his protegee. 

 2 

6.  This character left London as a poor young man just after the war 
to become a rich and successful international barrister in Hong 
Kong. At the end of his career he settled with his wife in Dorset. 
The book traces his story from his childhood as a ’Raj orphan’, sent 
home to England from Malaya, through to his life now as a 
widower in his 80’s. 

 2 

7.  A Yorkshire ex-soldier and policeman whose story is told across a 
series of books set mainly in Edinburgh and Yorkshire. Working as a 

Private Investigator, he tends to fall into mysteries and 
investigations, often dealing with a number of events that are years 
apart. The books often feature his daughter and a dog. 

 2 

8.  A 12th
 century Benedictine monk who works as an herbalist in the 

Abbey in Shrewsbury. His life experience – he was a soldier before 
joining the Abbey – and his astute reading of human character 
helps him solve many mysteries. 

 2 

9.  One of the earliest police officer characters to appear in an English 
novel, this Sergeant is brought in to search for a missing precious 
stone, stolen after an 18th

 birthday party. His analysis of the scene 
of the crime was used as a model by many subsequent crime 
writers. 

 2 

10.  As a visiting Franciscan Friar and his assistant arrive at a monastery 
in Northern Italy, they are asked to look into the death of a famous 
manuscript illuminator who has just been murdered. Many more 
violent deaths follow, but the answer can only be found in the 
library. 

 2 

  TOTAL  20 

 

 

Festival Quiz December 
2020  

Team/Name:___________________________  

Round Eight: All About Yorkshire - Our Quizzes are proving popular further afield and reaching 

parts of the country we hadn't expected. Thanks to two Yorkshire 'lasses', we have a guest round this 



month. 

 Question  Answer  Pt
s 

1.  Which Bronte sister wrote The Tenant 

of Wildfell Hall? 

 1 

2.  Whose gravestone in a small Yorkshire 
village reads “Even amidst fierce flames the 
golden lotus can be planted”. 

 1 

3.  What is the title of the latest offering 

from Ben Myers? 

 1 

4.  “They fuck you up your mum and dad…”. 
Who wrote these lines and which two 
university libraries did he work in? (Three 
answers) 

 3 

5.  Who was the artistic director of the 
Stephen Joseph Theatre in Scarborough 
from 1972 to 2009?  

 1 

6.  In which Yorkshire city was Alan 

Bennett born? 

 1 

7.  Which Barnsley-born author wrote the 
1968 novel A Kestrel for a Knave on which 
the 1969 drama film, Kes, was based? 

 1 

8.  Whose collection of poems entitled 
Birthday Letters explored his relationship 
with his wife? 

 1 

9.  What does WH stand for in WH Auden?   1 

10.  Bram Stoker set Dracula in which 
Yorkshire town? 

 1 

  TOTAL  12 

 

 

Festival Quiz December 
2020  

Team/Name:___________________________  



Round Nine: Young at Heart/Younger Readers 

 Question  Answer  Pt
s 

1.  What fictional bear turned 100 on 8  

November this year (2020)? 

 1 

2.  What type of broomstick was Harry 

Potter’s first? 

 1 

3.  What was the name of George’s father 
and Julian, Dick and Anne’s uncle in the 
Famous Five books? 

 1 

4.  What were the names of Peter 
Rabbit’s sisters? 

 3 

5.  What are the names of the March sisters 
in Little Women? 

 4 

6.  What is the name of JK Rowling’s latest 
children’s book, published in November 
2020? 

 1 

7.  Who wrote Thomas the Tank Engine?   1 

8.  In Of Mice and Men who is Lennie’s friend 

who travels and works with him and tries to 

look after him? 

 1 

9.  Who wrote The Ice Monster?   1 

10.  In Charlie and The Chocolate Factory 
Charlie’s grandfathers are called George 
and Joe (Joseph). What are his 
grandmothers called and which 
grandfather accompanies him to Willy 
Wonka’s chocolate factory? (3 answers) 

 3 

  TOTAL  17 

 

 

Festival Quiz December 
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Team/Name:___________________________  

Round Ten: Picture Round - name the author  



Round Ten: Picture Round – answers 

No.  Answers  Pts 

1.   1 

2.   1 

3.   1 

4.   1 

5.   1 

6.   1 

7.   1 

8.   1 

9.   1 

10.   1 

 TOTAL  10 
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Team/Name:___________________________  

Bonus Question/Tie-Breaker  
Just in case you are playing against other individuals, households or teams and it’s a close run contest, 
here’s a bonus question/tie-breaker to decide the outcome!  

Question  
Can you name all 8 reindeer, as listed in ‘Twas the Night Before Christmas’? (variations accepted)  

Answer  

  

TOTAL:  

BONUS POINTS  1 

 

 

Score Sheet  

Round  Pts 

Round One : General One  

Round Two : Films  

Round Three : Christmas Quotes  

Round Four : All about Derbyshire  

Round Five : Christmas  

Round Six : General Two  

Round Seven : Characters  

Round Eight : All about Yorkshire  

Round Nine : Young at Heart/Younger Readers  

Round Ten : Pictures  

TOTAL (134 maximum points)  

Bonus Points (1 maximum point)  

GRAND TOTAL (135 maximum points)  



 

 

Thank you for taking part in our Festival Quiz! 


